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Hon. E. H, ANGELO: That would
amount to £6 10s. a year.

Hon. C. B. Williams: Equal to 214 wins-
kies a week,

Hon. E. H. ANGELO: Perhaps if some
motorists drank 214 whiskies fewer, there
would not be so many acecidents. I am now
in far better health than I was when I
owned a motor car, a year ago. Nowadays
T walk, and as a result am in much better
econdition. Tf a good many people whoe
really cannot afford cars had to do without
them, the world would not stop nor would
the development of Western Anstralia he
arrested, T do not know, cither, that too
much of this motor-car business is good for
the morals of the ecommunity.

Hon. €. B. Williams: Is that why wvou
nhandoned yonr car?

Hon. E. H. ANGELQ: Last night, when
going home from the House at 10 o'clock, T
saw four cars parked without lights on the
other sidg of Harvvest-terrace.

Alemhers: Why bring that up?

Hon. E. H. ANGELO: There was no one
in the front seats of those cars, but I heard
gigeling from two of the cars as T walked
past. 1 wonder whether the parents of
those voung people

The PRESIDENT : I think the hon. mem-
Ler is going beyond the seope of the Bill

Hon. E. H. ANGELO: Probahly I am,
Sir; and 1 shall not pursue that line any
further, just as I refrained from pursuing
my investizations into those motor-cars.
However, T do at this opportanity make an
areent appeal to the CGovernment to give
very serious thought to the question of the
means that ean be adopted to lessen the fer-
rible slanghter of innocent people that is
going on at present-—mot by competent
motorists, and not by all the mutorists hy
any manner of means, but by a lot of irre-
sponsible, selfish, arrogant, road hogs who
do not for one moment consider anybody
except themselves. If the regulations apply-
ing to motorists need tightening up, let us
tighten them up to the utmost degree; hut
let us be most careful to see that we do not
interfere heyvond what is absolutely neces-
sary with the rights and privileges of thosc
persons who cannot wfford 1o drive motor
ears, who have Dheen hrought into
this world without the wherewithal to
buy wmotor cars, but who have a right
to walk along the public thoroughfares in
safety. Tt may be said that many of these
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suggestions will enfail hardships on motor-
ists. Probably that is so, but who has paid
for all these wonderful streets and roads?

Members. The motorist.

Hon. E. H, ANGELQ: Is that s0? Every
vear we autborise the expenditure of huge
sums of loan money for the making of roads.

Hon. A. Thomson: But you take a lot out
of the petrol—T7%d. per galion.

Hon. L. B. Bolton: After a speech like
this I will never give you a ride again.

Hon. I, TI. ANGELO: If the hon. mem-
her gets his third-party insurance he will,
I feel sure, not omit to give me a ride. On
behalf of the North-West I wish to say how
grateful we are for the redunetion in the fees
for trailers. Many of our pastoralists have
to use trailers to carry Inggage and
perishable goods from their stations to
the railway line, and the fee imposed
under the old Act was altogether ex-
cessive. I am glad the Government have
put that matter right. Now for the iast
time, I do hope the rvegnlations the Govern-
ment intend to make will be laid on the
Table of the House, so that members off
this Chamber will be ahle to review them
and consider them carefully before the ses-
sion closes.

On motion hv Hon, L, B. Bolton, debate
adjourned.

House adjourned at 9.25 p.m.,

Teaislative Assembly,
Wednesday, 2nd October, 1935,
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The Speaker took the Chair at 430 p.m.
and read pravers.

QUESTION—WHEAT, BULK
HANDLING.
. PATRICK asked the Premier: 1, On

“Imt date did the Royal Commission on
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bulk handling present its report! 2, I he
awure that the Chief Secretary stated at
Morawa on the 13th September, in reply to
a deputation, “that Cahinet bad devided on
their poliey re hulk handling, and that a
staterient would shortly be made in the
Assembly”? 3, Can he inform the House
as to when that statement will be made?
4, In view of the Commission’s recommmenda-
tion, will the Government agree to [urther
sites being leased Jor bulk handling without
delay ?

The PREMIER replied: 1, 1st August,
1935. 2, No, but any statement made by
the Chiel Seeretiry would be correet. 3,
The poliey of the Giovernment in the matter
will be made known to the House as xoon
as possible. 4, Answered by No. 3.

QUESTION—WOREKERS' HOMES
BOARD,

Mr. WATTS asked the Premier: 1, Is he
aware of the lack of lLousing aceommoda-
tion which exists in a number of the smaller
country towns in this State? 2, Has the
Workers” Homes Board any funds available
for the erection of homes—(a) m the netro-
politan area, (b} in country towns such ns
those mentioned?

The PREMIER rveplied: 1, Yes. 2, (a)
Yes; (b)) Yes, provided sueh smaller coun-
try towns are considered satisfuctory securi-
ties.

BILLS (2)—FIRST READINGS.

1, Metropolitan Whole Milk Aet Amend-
ment. T

Iniroduced by the Minister for Agricul-

ture.

2, Western Australian Turf Club  (Pri-
vate) Act Amendment.

Introduced by Mr. Tonkin.

BILL—INDUSTRIES ASSISTANCE
ACT CONTINUANCE.

Read o third time and transmitted to the
Council.

BILL—DIVORCE AMENDMENT.
Second Reading.

MR. FOX (South Fremantle) [4.34] in
moving the second reading said: The Bill
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is designed to remove an anomaly existing
in the diverce law of the State. At the
present time only the petitioner can apply
to have the decree nisi made absolute; the
respondent is not permitted to do so. Of
course until the decrec is made absolute
neither party can re-marry. The Bill dows
not intend in any way to extend or liber-
alise the principles of divorece; it merely
seeks to alter the method of procedure
and to ecnd an unsatisfactory state of
affairs which leads to many abuses of the
divorce law. The parent Aet was enacted
in 1863, in other words 72 years ago, and
with the execeptions of slight amendments
providing for additional grounds of divorce,
no amendments have been introduced over
all that long period. In the divorce Acts
of the other States there is already the
provision that this Rill seeks to introduce
in this State. TIn New South Wales since
1899 it has been posszible for the respon-
dent to make application to have the deeree
nisi made absolute, and the Bill before the
House is moulded on the provisions of the
Act of New South Wales. In New Zea-
land the provision has been in operation
for a number of years, whilst in South
Australia and Victoria the deeree is made
ahsolute as a matter of c¢ourse after a
period of six months, shenld no appliea-
tion be made from cither the petitioner or
the respondent. Tt may bhe taken for
oranted that after the petitioner has ap-
proached the eourt and the deerec nisi has
been granted, the reason for delay or
failure to apply to have the decree made
absolute is that the petitioner desires to
strike some unfair bargain with the re-
spondeént for the price of his freedom, or
alternatively it is from vindictiveness that
the petitioner does not apply to have the
decree made absclute. The question mem-
bers shonld ask themselves is whether it
is right for persons (o be kept in a posi-
tion where they are neither married nor
single, with no bope of reconciliation with
their former partners, and ne rtight to
enfer info a respectable relationship with
any other persons; or whether this unsatis-
factory position should be ended and an
opportunity given to those ~unfortunate
people to live normal respectable lives and
rear families in lawful wedloeck. The
court at any time after the decree
nisi has been granted is prepared to
order that permanent maintenance be
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paid to the respondent if a woman,
and her rights aud the rights of her
children are safe-guarded in the Bill

In the interests of individuals and on the
egrounds of public policy, it is only right
that the respondent shonld have an oppor-
tunity to apply for the decree to be made
absolute if the petitionee fails to do zo.
In this State there has been a number of
cases it which the petitioner has not maved
to have the decree made absolute, and in
order that none of those cases should re-
main in abeyanece, it is provided in the
Bill that they shall be included. In onc
instance I have in mind, the petiticner
made application and secured the decree
nisi, but she has since left the State, there
is no hope of a reconciliation, and the re-
spondent now desires to remarry. In such
cireumstances the House should pass the
Bill and give that individnal an opper-
tunity to get somebody to look after his
children. I believe there is a good deal
of public opinion in favour of the Bill
In 1934, although I was not aware of it
when applying for leave to introduce the
Bill, the National Council of Women at
a meeting carried a resolution and sent a
recommendation to the Minister asking
that an amendment be brought down simi-
lar to that contained in the Bill. Also in
1934 a resolution on similar lines was car-
ried by the Labour Women’s QOrganisation.
I move—

That the Bill he now read a second time,

On motion by the Minister for Educa-
tion, dehate adfourned.

MOTION—NATIONAL INSURANCE,

Hepresentations to Commomuwealth
Government.

Debate resumed from the 25th September
on the following motion by Mr. Cross:—

That in the opinion of this House represen-
tations should be made to the Commonwealth
Government to establish at the earliest possibie
date natiomal insurance covering uncmpley-
ment, as the first step towards the establizi-
ment of n comprehensive national insurance
scheme.

ME. MOLONEY (Subiaco) [4.40}: The
member for Canning is to be eomplimented
upon his vision in bringing forward this
motion. T do not snppose there is a mem-
ber of the Honse who will not agree that
there should he some means of providing
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for those persons thrown out of employ-
meat by the mechanising of industry, and
as a result of lack of work for thuse men
digplaced by machinery, whether it be bulk
handling or any other system nnder which
machines are employed. When we realise
that the worker is divorced from the means
of production, that the machine is in the
hands of those who exploit the position irre-
spective of those thrown on the scrap heap,
it is elear that some method will have to be
devised in the near futwre to cope with the
1ositien.  Lavze nwnbers of men through-
out the world are without employment, and
those men even when they arve employed,
and even though they were employed in
Auystralia, would receive only the small pit-
tance of &4 10s. 6d. a week on which to
maintain theinselves and their wives and
children. Such a man need be out of work
for only one week to be eagerly looking
forward to the securing of some means of
providing snstenance for himself and his de-
pendants. 1t is illaminating to eonsider the
small incomes enjoyed or endured by the
bulk of the people in this country. From
the Commonwealth census returns we find
that persons having no income at all consist
of 308,747 males, and 83,698 females, or a
tota] of 392,435 people who have no in-
come whatever, according to the census re-
turns. Those earning £52 per annum or
less. consist of 566,814 males, and 308,680
females, or a total of 875,503 people re-
ceiving £52 per anuum or less, that is to
say, less than £1 per week., Those in re-
ceipt of ineomes from £52 to £103 per an-
num consist of 383,055 males, and 188,530
females, or 573,611 persons receiving less
than £2 per week. And they are under the
heading of “bread-winners”! That is the
term applied to them. From £104 to £155 per
annum, male and female combined number
375,686. From £156 to £207 per annum,
there are 265,649 males and 41,550 females,
or a total of 307,199, From £208 to £259
per annum, 222772 males and 17,508 fe-
males, or a total of 240,280 persons. With
£260 or over per annum, there are 307,804
males and 23,933 females, or a toial of
331,734 people. Sinee the census was taken
it has been reported that where one person
is unemployed to-day, there are five em-
ploved. So the pasition has adjusted itself
in regard to unemployment sinece the taking
of the ecnsus. However, it is highly signifi-
eant to find the huge total of 787,341 fe-
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males and 2,3G7,78) males living on the
amounts specified, which are not the result
of hearsay but of a census. It is easily
seen why poverty is in our mnudst. [ can
understand people being afraid of the so-
called bogey of stavvation. We should re-
move that fear, that sword of Damocles
hauging over the heads of people at all
times. If they were not subject lo  that
fear, this would be a much better world.
With that end in view it is essentin) to make
some provision in the form of national in-
suranee to cover the period when people, as
the result of forces over which they have no
eontrol, are compulsorily idle. Tnstead of
their being obliged fo resort ty charity,
there should be come comprehensive scheme
upon a nationnl hasis by which these people
would receive fhe wherewithal to live, even
thoush displaced [rom industry. I for one
do not desire to sce people meundicants; but
it is an essential of ecivilisation that we
should make room, hotih by means of re-
duced hours and some snch schieme ns sug-
aested, for the unfortunate people to whom
T have referred. to receive a pittance whether
they are working or not, so long as they are
willing to take work when it is offering. Tt
roes without saying that the ramifications of
the question extend far outside the State. Tt
is a national matter. The mover of the motion
realises that it is a national matter, when
he suggests that the Federal Government’s
attention he drawn to the need for a seheme
of national insurance. As regards indus-
try, when all is said and done, the workers
are those who produce wealth; and who has
a better right to enjoy the fruits of indus-
try than have the workers who are the source
of those fruits? As a resnlt, industry has
a specific duty to perform—to see that those
ecomprised in the army of indnstry are car-
ried by industry when they compulsorily he-
come a burden. The suggestion in the
motion wonld provide a scheme for rvemov-
ing the speetre that is always confronting
the working people. A man works fill he
is 60 vears of age, living an honest, sober,
decent life, bringing ap his family as a good
Father should do: and at the end of that
time what has he? Has he anything? Even
the most frugal man in that position will
at the most possess the shelter he and his
family live under. If he is subject to the
vieissitudes that the ordinary family man
enrounters—sickness among his children, or
his wife in ill-health—he is immediately in-

sy

digent. We have the speetacle of men re-
tiring at 63 years of age and being thrown
on the serap heap after serving for years in
vontinunity of employment under the Govern-
ment. What have such men at the end of
their time? How much more must the vision
of old age oppress those who experience lack
of vontinuity of work—men in the building
trade, for exampde, men employed casually
for a week or a fortnight at a time? Some
mensure of the kind suggested in the motion
is essential in the interests of the people
generally. I felt it incumbent upon me, in
view of the initiative of the member for Can-
ning in bringing the subject before the
Chamber, to accord him my meed of praise
for urging this House to place the matter
hefore the Federal Government, with o view
to implementing our desirve in the direction
indicated. If the moiion is earried, wmy im-
mediate purpose will have heen served,

MR. NORTE (Clarcmont) [4.52]: At the
recent conference of the National Party ex-
pression was given to a desire for national
insurance, and [ support the motion as
bringing the matter forward. I doubt, how-
ever, whether in itself it is sufficient to meet
the difficelties that face us. I have here a
speeeh delivered in England by Mr, Ogilvie,
the Premier of Tasmania, in the course of
which he rather condemns the viewpoint of
certain British Ministers in regard to their
problems, Britain already having a seheme
of national insurance in force. These worils
were uttered by Mr. Ogilvie—

I have heard Minister after Minister, ang,
I said on Wednesday, from the point of view of
a survey of the existing economic difficulties.
nothing could be more admirable, but I heard
not one suggestion as to a cure or remedy for
those difficulties. Tt scems to me so far that
it is the terrible poverty question that every-
one is frightered to attack.

Those words were uttered in a country where
nafional insurance is in foree, and the speech
is a recent one. Mr. Ogilvie also said—

In Australia we ean produce enough for ane
hundred million people, and side by side we
have had 500,000 people unemploved and verp-
ing on destitution—starving in a land which
can produce everything except oil. Wea aould
be almest a self-eontained country,
In conclusion Mr. Ogilvie says a rather
striking thing which has a hearing on the
motion—

May T say that, after all my experience, I

agree with your propesals with regard to this
eiectoral eampaion,
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That is a campaign to abolish poverty, simi-
lar to the ecampaign recently started in
Perih. Mr. Ogilvie supports it—

The public are waiting te be led, and they
ar« looking to you to lead them. The only way
i by bringing politieal pressure to bear upon
your pelitienl representatives in the House cof
Corumems.  Somedhing has fo be done, 2nd done
quickly, otherwize destruction will overtake us.
As 1 read the speech, it suggests that in
view of Mr. Ogilvie’s experience in England
national insurance by itself, as practised
there, is not sufficient. Naturally, it would
be a biz help for those who are employed
pari of the time; but it would nol overcome
the main difficnlty. I think the mover of
the motion himself said that le would go
further with his proposals than the prac-
tice now obtaining in England. In any ease,
nothing hut good ean come, so far as [ sce,
From urging the Federal Government to take
the matter up and obtain all the informa-
tion possible, because by some means or
other we must get out of the present diffi-
culty.

MR. McDONALD (West Perth) [4.56]:
I desire to ecommend the member for
Canning (Mr. Cross} for bringing forward
this motion. Insurance of this kind has
proved its place in the social strueture of
nations. The most recent contribution to

the subject that T have read is o hook called

“The Unemploved AMan,” hy “An Impartial
American Observer,” in which the writer re-
cords his experiences in England during
12 months devoted to a study of the British
national insuranee system as it applies to
the unemployed. The man has spent his
time amongst unemployed workers and also
in factories, and after carefully suwnmaris-
ing the position he records his conclusion
that the system in Britain has justified it-
self. T agree with the member for Clare-
mont (Mr. North) that unemployed insur-
ance will not strike at the root of the evil,
but I also agree with the member for Can-
ning that it will go some distanee in helping
to provide a measure of economic security
for people who otherwise would feel the dis-
tress of tiimes of sickness and unemployment
severely.

The Premier: That system of insurance
has existed in Germany for over 30 years,

Mr. McDONALD: As the mover said, the
system has long been in existence in many
Continental countries.

Mr, Thorn: Has it had the desirud effect?
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" The Premier: In part it has,

Mr. MecDONALD: It may not have done
all that people wished, but all those Con-
tinenta]l countries retain their schemes of
national insurance. The Royal Commis-
sion appointed by the Commonweaith Go-
vernment in 1923 reported in 1927, as we
know, in favour of a scheme of national in-
suranee, but also reported that, as also we
know, the scheme must be one made with
the co-operation of the States. Although
proposals for national insuranece are now
being considered by the Federal Govern-
ment, it appears to me that a resolution of
this House expressing the publie opinion of
this State will help to hring the subject into
the realm of practieal polifies. T have for
some time thought that our social legislation
vegarding pensions might zo still further
than it goes to-day, in the sense that our
pensions might be divided into two cate-
gories—one a pension system for people who
arrive at a eertain age and who ave in pos-
session  of ecither very small means or no
means at all, and the other a contributory
pension system under which people could
contribute during their working lives and
would then have, on a proper actuarial
basis, some provision made for them by way
of annnity with a2 much larger concession
in regard to property or income which they
conld *enjoy in addition to their pension,
than exists in the ease of the present Aus-
tralion old-age pension. I observed just re-
cently that in the proposals made to Con-
zress in the United States President Roose-
velt has in view a scheme by whiech pen-
sions would he not only for what I may call
the indigent, but also on an actuarial basis
in which a muech larger proportion of the
population would participate by way of an-
nnity upon reaching a certain age. I con-
sider it well worth while to support the
motion.

MR. THORN (Toodyay) {3.0]: I support
the motion. As the member for Subiace has
said, our problems are hecoming more com-
plex because of the faet that machinery las
displaced manual labour to a very large ex-
tent. Tt has often been urged in this Honse
that we should reduee working hours. Therve
is not the slightest doubt that that would
help the sitnation. T have often thought it
very lrard that a worker, when he attains the
age of G5 years, should find himself east an
the scrap-heap. Tn my opinton it is due to
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au gversight on the part of all Govermments
through not making provision for those men
when they become too old to work. If this
problem had been seriously grappled with
years ago, we would to-day have funds in
hand to provide for men who are thus com-
pulsorily retired. Several members who are
at the present time supporting the Govern-
ment have referred to the improvement in
the unemploywment position. The improve-
ment is no doubt very gratifying, but we
must bear in mind that the position is likely
to become serions again at any time.

The Premicr: After the loan weney has
been spent.

Mr. THORXN: Yes. 1 often reflect upon
the fact that whatever you or your Govern-
ment do to improve the position, we are
always linhle to pet the overflow of unem-
ployed from the Eastern Staies. 1t fakes
them some months to qualify to get here.

The Premier: But they get here.

Mr. THORN: Yes. That is a position we
shall always have to meet. This is veally a
national question and it seems to me that the
time is leng past when we should make pro-
vision for a fund to provide for our unem-
ployed.

The Premder: On a national basis. A
State cannot eope with it.

Mr. THORX: I asked the Premier, when
he interjected as the member for Claremont
was speaking, whether uational insurance
had been a suecess in Germany. He said it
was a hetp. There is no doubt it is a help,
but it has not proved smflicient to cope with
the unemployinent problem. At all events,
if the Commonwealth Government take this
matter up, thev will have the advantage of
the experience of other countrics in coping
with the problem.

Mr. North: The present is a very bad
time to introduce snch a scheme.

Mr. THORN: That is so, but I do not see
how we ean improve the position unless we
inangurate some such scheme, with adequate
provision for the protection of this State;
because, as 1 have said, if other Govern-
ments fail to make provision for the unem-
ployed in their Siates, they are likely to
come to our State. I am fully in aceord
with the views expressed by the member for
Camning {Mr. Cross) and also by the mem-
ber for Subiaco (Mr. Moloney) and other
speakers. While on this subject, I would
mention that several unions in Western
Australia have heen asking for some pro-
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vision in the way of superannuation. The
Police Union have not got a superannnation
scheme, but they have a fund, and a very
good fund it is. When a police officer re-
tires from the force he gets a substantial
lump sum which is very helpful to him; yet
we find that in the Government railway
workshops and other Government depart-
ments, the Government servanis receive
nothing when they retire.

The Premier: We are the only State in
Australia that has not a superannuafion
secheme for its public servants,

Mr. THORN: I have several friends in
the police force, and have often discussed
this matter with them.

The Premier: The members of the police
force are a little better off than the others.

Mr. THORN: Yes. My friends in the
police foree ave real friends, T might say.
T think T saw the Speaker smile when I
made that remark.

The Premier: The police foree has what
is known as the Police Benefit Fund.

The Minister for Poliee: It is just as well
to be friendiy with the police.

Mr. THORN: Yes. I keep on friendly
terms with them, and I have had the oppor-
tunity of studwing the cquestion. T repeat
that 1 am in favour of a superannuation
scheme, There are people who have served
the State faithfully and well throughout
their lives and who then, as the member for
Subiaco said, find themselves without ade-
quate provision for their old nge, after hav-
ing heen paid a rate of wages that simply
allowed them to live comfortably and to
mect expenses in the way of sickness. My
own experience on the land has heen that
whenever I managed to save a little money,
it had to zo in payment of medical expenses,
and so 1 found myself once again on the
breadline.  That is the position of a very
great number of workers to-day. I give
my whole-hearted sapport to the motion and
sineerely hope that zood will result from it.

MR. WARNER (JMt. Marshall) [58]: 1
support the motion. T believe every member
of this House will support it. We all ap-
preciate, no doubt, that the time is not yet
opportune fo inaugurate some scheme of
national insurance. The proper time to
imitiate it would be when most of our people
are in employment. It has been said very
frequently, however, that wg have turned
the eorner we are all looking for, and there-
fore it might be well to make a start now
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When one considers the large sums of money
expended to provide for old age and other
pensions, nafional insurance will not be
much more costly to the people of Australia
after the lapse of 10 or 15 years. The
question is a big one, bul 1 believe that in
20 or 30 years, if the scheme is introduced
and we are spared to look upon it then, it
will be regarded as one of the best measures
ever brought forward by a Government in
Australia, and we shall be proud of the faet
that it was introduced by the Western Aus-
tralian Pariiament.

On motion by Mr., Nulsen,
journed.

dehate  ad-

BILL—MINING ACT AMENDMENT.
Second Reading,
Debate resumed from the 18th September.

THE MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. S.
W, Muansie—Hannans) [5.10]: We have
just been listening to five speakers, all of
whom have supported the motion that was
being debated. T have to bring forward argu-
ments, not against that motion, but against
the proposed amendment to the Mining Act.
T cannot agrec to accept the amendment
moved by the member for Murchison (Mr.
Marshall). He is endeavouring io have in-
serted in the Act something which will in
ihe foture absolutely prevent the granting
of concessions and the renewal of conces-
sions already granted, irrespective of the
cirecnmstances, I was not present when the
hon. member made his speech, bui I have
taken the trouble to read it, and to read if
carefnlly. He i1s quite correct in saying
that he is not introducing anything new,
and that he had not said anything on the
matter that T had not heard before. He
has, however, made several statements,
whether intentionally or not I cannot say,
which are incorrect. One of the arguments
he nsed in favour of the amendment was
that at the time the hig agitation was pro-
ceeding in Australin, and particulariy in
Western Australia, for a hounty on gold,
the delegation that waifed upon the Com-
monwealth Government, and to whiech an
immense amount of publicity was given,
never mentioned our Mining Aet, nor was
any mention made of reservations. All that
was wanted was a bonus of £1 per
ounce. If that had been granted, they would
have heen completely satisfied. The hon.
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member ended up by saying that they got
the bonus of £1 per ounce. As I have said,
[ have read his speech very carvefully, and
he rvepeated on three occasions that they
did get £1 an ounce on all gold produced.
As u matter of fact, they did not get any-
thing of the kind, We did ask for £1 an
ounce on all gold produced, but that pro-
position was turned down. What we did
get wns £1 an onnce on the gold produced
in excess of the average of the three vears
1928, 1929 and 1940. The average for those
three years wag 377,000 odd ownees. The
producers did not get one penny picce for
the first 377,000 ounces produced in 1931,
when the bounty was in operation. What
they did get was £1 an ounce for the first
#ix months on the excess above the previous
output. Let me give the figures. I am
quoting Western Australian fignres, not the
total fizures for Australia. Up to the 30th
June, 1931, the producers were paid £27,887
13s. Hd. on 27,980.67 ounces. That is at
the rate of £1 per ounce for the first six
months of the year. The Aect was then
umended and for the suceeeding six menths
of the first year the bounty was reduced to
10s. per ounce. For the second six mounths
the producers were only paid on the in-
ereased quantity of ounces produced al the
rate of 10s. per ounce; and for that
six nonths they received £46,539 8s,
making the total pavment for the vear
£74,520 1s. 5d. The Act was coutinued for
nine months of 1932, after which it wns
aholished. During the nine months there
was produced 284,372 fine ounees, on which
3.2(0s. per oxn was paid. In the final
nine months Western Aunstralia received
£86,928, making a total from the bounty for
a period of one year and nine months of
£161,4H. If the statement hy the member
for Murchison is correef, that the State
received £1 per ounce on all gold produced
during that year and nine months—the
State produced during that period 939,211
ounces—we should have received £939,211,
being hounty at the rate of £1 per
ounce, whereas we veceived £161,444,
so that we were, on that reckoning,
£777,767 to the had. That makes all
the difference in the world. Had we re-
ceived £1 for every ounce of gold produced,
it would have been mnch better for the in-
dustry and for Australia as well, but the
fact remains that we did not get it. We
received £1 per ounee only for the first six
months on the exeess production of gold,
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and for the remaining year and three months
wao received 10s. per ounce on the excess
production. [ thought it just as well to
clenr up that point. The hon, member said.
and I think he believed it, that the reserva-
tions granted bhad been made available
illegaily under the teris of Seection 297, and
ho expressed the opinion that if any case
were taken to the Full Court, the Minister
would undoubtedly lose the verdict in the
consequent litigation. The hon. member
read the first part of the section but left ont
the latter portion, and it is the latter that
I am perfectly satisfied covers the position.
I have had the adviee not only of the Crown
Law authorities but of two eminent King's
Counsel who are in private practice, and
from each of thoge sourtes 1 was advised
that the granting of the reservations was
absolutely legal and within the province of
the Minister. The hon member read Seetion
297 but stopped at the word ‘‘reseryation.”
From the point that the bon. member ceased
reading, the section goes on to say—

The Minister may, with the approval of the
Governor
No reservation has heen granied in West-
arn Australia by me or hy my predecessor
in office that was not first svubmitted to
the Executive Council for approval.

authorise any person to temporarily ocoupy
any sueh reserve on such terms as le may
think fil.

I do not know if the hon. member wants
anything more thar that.

The Premier: Thal wzoverns
section.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: That is
s0, and that is all that has been done. I am
not the least bit worried abont the legal
aspect of the reservations.

Mr. Doney: How do you interpret the
word “temporarily”?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The Act
provides that a man may receive an abzolute
title, which is a lease, that will enable him
te hold the tenure for 21 years, if the con-
ditions are complied with.

Mr. Doney: Do you mean “temporarily as
a reservation’?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: In
‘respeet of every reservation graunged by me,
conditions were embodied in the agreement
giving the Minister power to eancel the
reservaiion at any time by giving three
months’ notice. The conditions go further
and provide that if, in the epinion of the
Minister, the lessee or concessionaire is not
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carrying out the terms of the agreement, the
Minister can forthwith cancel the reserva-
tion. The position is safegnarded in every
direction. -

Mr. Doney: What is the longest period
for which the reservations have been
granted?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: None has
been granted for more than 12 months.

Mr. Doney: I presume that at the end of
that period, the reservations would be re-
granted in some instances,

The MINISTER FOR MINES:
where the conditions
with.  Mostly the renewals are granted
for six months at a time, although
there have been one or ftwo insfances
in which the period of renewal has been
12 wonths. The member for Murchison
also suggested that if it were legal for the
Minister to grant these reservations, that
position would have been availed of in
the early deys when mining was prosperous
in Western Australia. In reply to that,
I desire to point out to the hon. member
that the records of the Mines Department
show that reservations were granted on
exactly the same lines as I have granted
them during the past three years, and those
early reservations were granted in 1904
Sueh permits were made available to per-
sons o occupy reservations in some of
the busiest goldfields centres, so I am not
doing anything new. The peak of mining
prosperity in Western Australia was 1943,
when we reached our greatest ouipui of
gold. Nevertheless in 1904 reservafions
were granted and permits issued for ‘he
oceupation of the areas. Therefore the
hon. member’s argument on that score w'll
not hold water.

Mr. Fox: Where
eranted in 19049

The MINISTER FOR MINES:.I have
not the plan with me at the moment, bnt
I know four were granted, one of which
was in a particularly busy eentre; and not
the slightest objection was raised to any
of them.

Mr. Fox: Objections were raised in 1904
to extended exemptions being gran‘ed by
the Mines Department.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes, I
know objection along those lines was taken
in the early days, but no objections what-
ever have been lodged against the granting
of the reservations I have referred to.

Yes,
had been complied

were the reserves
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Then the member for Murehison eclaimed
that T had changed my mind because when
I was endeavouring to secure improved con-
ditions for the tributers, I declared that
the Oroya Links reservation was a sheep
station, as it covered 600 acres under lense
on the Golden Mile. He contrasted my
statement on that oceasion -with the faet
that I had granted reservations represen-
ting many times that area. As o that, T
can assure the hon. member that if the
same eonditions prevailed to-day with ve-
gard to the holding of leases and the eon-
ditions nnder which tributing was carried
on. T would he as determined in my
effort to secure a change as I was then.
Any such move would have my support.
T would say now, as I said then, that it
was seandalous to allow the conditions that
obtained then te continue any longer. Tn
those days I endcavoured to secure to the
tributers decent conditions under which
they could earry on, and not allow the pre.
vailing praetice te continue under which
men eould be allowed to worlk for six or
seven months and immediately they struck
values on a lease the company could take
over the working of that part of the mine
and puf the tributers off without a min-
ute’s notice. That was done repeatedly.
Naturally T was indignant at the time at
the attitude of the leaseholders, and I
would be just as indignant to-day if the
same conditions obtained. Fortunately
they eannot obtain now because of the
amended legislation in existence.  The
member for Murchison also said that it
was useless for me to argue that the grant-
ing of reservations had meant the intro-
duction of capital, and regarded the sugges-
tion as abseclutely baseless. In reply to
that assertion, I believe the Western Min-
ing Corporation has been the cause of as
much opposition on the part of the hon.
member to reservaiions as any other con-
cern. Without fear of contradiction, I
claim that had that corporation not secured
the reservations, not a penny would have
been spent by them in Western Austu.llia.
It was only because of the reservations
that the firm were induced to embark upon
mining operations in Western Australia.

Mr. Doney: What proof have you of
what you say?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I have
this faet that the company had received
a letter from the Mitchell Government in
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which it was practieally agreed that the
corporation counld secure reservations. No
conditions were specified in that commnuni-
cation. Thus before any conditions were
imposed or the position was clarified, they
had received from the then Premier a let-
ter giving them the right to apply for
reservations.  The Corporation did not
close with that offer until after they had
approached me when I hecame Minister
for Mines after the defeat of the Mitchall
Government, Mr. W. S. Robinson, whs
was the head of the organisation, assured
me that he wonld introduce into the State
a considerable amount of capital if he
could seenre this concession for the Wes.
tern Mining Corporation. Ile added, ‘‘If

I cannot get this concession, T am
not interested in Western Australian
mining.’’  There could be nothing

more definite.  The corporation secured the
eoncessich and have justified the granting
of every ncre included in the reservation,
As a matter of fact, the Western Mining
Corporation has spent in Western Australia,
exclusive of office expenditure and directors’
fees and of money spent in any other coun-
try in respect of importations of materials
or aeroplanes, no less than £413,062.

Mr. Stubbs: Over what period?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I became
Minister for Mines in May, 1933, and the
Western Mining Corporation commenced
operations towards the end of July of that
year. Since then the amount I liave men-
tioned has been actually spent in Western
Australia. In passing, I will refer to a
statement made by the member for Ned-
lands (Hon. N. Keenan) during the debate
on the Address-in-reply, when he eomplained
about a reservation granted to the Western
Mining Corporation at Norseman, and said
that a mining company operating there could
not get the ground they required because
of the concession. To my mind the mining
company concerned has no possible ground
for grievance. The company had been work-
ing their show for at least 4% vears and the
ground respecting which the complaint was
lodged had been vacant for 27 years. The
Western Mining Corporation sought the re-
servation because of the expert advice they
had reccived from their geological staff,
after an examination of the old Mararoa
mine—I do not refer to the mine that is
being worked now, but to the old Mararoa
mine—to the effect that the Norseman lode
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was an unusual one and worked to the depth
of the reef instead of along the reef. On
that the Western Mining Corporation asked
for a closed reservation in the Norseman
district around the mine that had been work-
ing for four years—north and sounth of it
and on the deeps. I granted the reservation.
By the expenditure of money and by hor-
ing, they proved that there was a total blank
in the reef for a depth of 300 feet. But
they were not dismayed; they were prepared
to back their geological opinion that the
reef would make again, and they spent
£132,000 in the first year on boring. When
they had got the reef 370 feet helow and
had proved that it ran continuously for 350
feet, the other company wanted to peg the
deeps to get it. The company who eom-
plained of not being able to pez the deeps
of their own land could have done so up
to within twe months of lodging their ecom-
plaint. They took the case to the Warden’s
Cowrt, and the warden threw it out because
the company could not be permitted to peg
& lease within a reservation. The Western
Mining Corporation took up the whole of that
land under lease. TWhen they got a mine
I said to them, “It is up to you now to take
up a lease under the Mining Aet.” They
have pegged 16 leases under the Aet. That
is where a good deal of the expenditure has
taken place. Tleir operations have revived
the mining industry in Norseman and have
revived the town of Norseman. The com-
pany have begun the erection of a plant.
The Government have agreed, on the de-
velopment work done by the company and
the guarantees they are prepared to put up,
to instal a pipe line from the goldfields
water scheme to Norseman, and that eannot
be done for “two bob.” The Government,
however, have sufficient faith, from the de-
velopment work done by the company, that
mining operations will be continued there
for many years. Not one penny pieee of
that money would have been spent if the
company had not been granted reservations.
That is not the only instanece. The hon.
member complained about the Day Dawn
reservation on the Great Fingal. The com-
pany have reduced the reservation they had
in the first place. An objection was lodged,
and the case went to the Warden’s Court.

The rompany pgot the right, and the
Minister, in my absence but with my
consent, estended the period for six
months. The actual expenditure by the
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company on the Great Fingal to date has
exceeded £80,000.

Mr. Marshall: T know what work they
have done and what it has cost them,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The re-
cord of what they have done is fairly ela-
horate.

Mr. Patrick: Is that on the Great Fingal
mine itself?

The MINISTER FOR MINES; Yes.
With the exception of probably one-third
of the area right at the north end, the area
to the north and all to the south was at one’
period held by the Greac Fingal.

Mr. Marshall: The work done by the com-
pany was not done in the mine.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: No, they
could not get down the mine,

Mr. Patrick: Was not the reservation a
mile away?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: No, it
surrounded the old Fingal mine. I do not
know what partieular objection can be
raised to certnin people being granted re-
servations, ‘Ihe Western Mining Corpora-
tion have proved to be one of the hest firms
in every senseg with whom I have ever nego-
tiated. They have come to me with various
propositions, many of which I have re-
fused, but at my refusal they have not
taken offence. 1 have granted some requests,
and have discovered subsequently that the
company shonld not have been conceded
what had been granted. Then I have ap-
proached them, and on all oceasions they
have met me in a businesslike way. They
have been an excellent firm to deal with.
At the north end of the Great Fingal—the
old mine—Mr. Chesson and his partners
have a lease—a 12-acre block only. They
have held it for a considerable time work-
ing it and trying to get capital into it, They
have not crushed a great deal of ore, but
the deeper they went, the better the values
hecame. They succeeded in getting a Syd-
ney ecompany interested in their 12-acre
block, and after negotiating for some time,
the company expressed themselves pre-
pared to put eapital into the mine for de-
veloping it provided they could get another
12-acre block adjoining. Application was
made to the Warden’s Comt. The reserva-
tion had heen granted on one day, and on
the following day the Sydney company
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pegged ithe 12-acre block. The application
was refused, because the block was within
at closed reservation, which had been granted
for six months. A representative of the
company whom I know personally came to
see me. He is one of the finest hattlers on
our poldfields. I refer to Mr. Pearsall, the
man who pioneered Hill 60. Ie put in an
immense amount of work before he got
anything. When ecventually he got some-
thing, he sold ont, but unfortunately he sold
before the other people received £21,000 for
the claims. All that he geis he puts back
into the ground. He represents Chesson
and party and he came to sec me,

Mr. Marshall: To represent the company?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes. The
<company would not take Chesson’s lease un-
less they could get the additional area. I
said to him, “I believe T ean get the consent
of the Western Mining Corporation, with-
out any trouble, to forego the 12-aere bloek
you want.” I got the Government sur-
veyor to make a plan of the 12-acre block,
and we discovered that if the company got
the lease as pegged, while it would not take
in the shaft itself, it wonld take in the
plat in which the machine would have to
stand if ever the shaft were used again. In
the original workings of the Great Fingal,
there was an internal shaft, a haulage shaft
and everything else on the 1,300 foot level.
I put the position hefore the parties, and
it was agreed that, provided the company
withdrew their boundary to give the West-
ern Mining Corporation free access to the
internal shaft, the company could have the
block. I think that was a very fair deal
The company gob the 12 acres they wanted,
and the Western Mining Corporation are
content to go on with their development.
Dozens of similar instances of dealings with
the same ecompany could be guoted. T have
never dealt with a fairer company. When
they have given me their word, there has
not been the slightest doubt of their ohserv-
ing it to the letter. The company would
never have spent a “bob” in Western Aus-
tralia but for the granting of the concession
in the first place. T admit that the granting
of reservations docs inconvenience prospec-
tors in many instances, and T am sorry for
it. A prospector goes into the bush looking
for something, and when he finds a likely
place, he naturally does a bit of
work on it. If he considers it
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to be any good at all, he puts in his pegs.
Then, offen, when he makes application,
he finds that he is on a closed reseivation.
That is his bad Inck. The holder of a re-
servation js now reguired to put in a per-
manent datum peg, and on it deserihe the
area e has as a closed reservation. Every-
thing that can be donc to relieve the dis-
abilities of the proespectors is being done.

Mr. Doney: Suppose the holder omitted
to put in that peg, what would happen?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I have
known instances of the regulation cut pegs
having been removed from wmining leases
and of somebody else’s pegs having heen put
in, "If the, prospeetor could prove that a
pez had not heen put there, he would cer-
tainly get bis prospeeting area, although it
was on a closed reservation. I eannot go
further than that. At the same time, there
is not the slightest donbt that the pros-
pectors have been inconvenienced. To listen
to some of the remarks of the hon. member,
however, one would think that the Govern-
ment, and I in partienlar, were opposed to
the prospectors. As a matter of faet, there
has never heen a Government that has done
as much to assist the prospectors as we have
done. Except in the first few years of the
rush to Western Australia, never have there
been so many prospectors on the fields as
there are at present. To read the hon. mem-
her’s statement, one wonld think that we
were opposed to the prospectors and were
doing nothing for them, whereas we have
done everything possible to help them. There
are individuals who bave reservations. The
hon. member mentioned a man who had a
reservafion and who did not possess two
“hoh.”

Myr. Marshall: T know two or three.

[The Deputy Speaker took the Chuir.]

The MINISTER FOR MINTES: T know
movre than that, Still, they are few and
far between, and none has been granted a
reservation for more than six months, Dur-
ing my life on the goldfields, T had the ex-
perience of striking something that I thought
fairly good but was without two “hob”
to jingle on a tomhstone, and I would have
been darned glad to he nhle fa proteet the
area until T could get & man with capital
to help me to develop it. I have not for-
gotten those days, becaunse then T would have
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liked to be granted what some of the pros-
pectors are asking me to grant to-day. I
am not prepared to turn then down so long
as I know they are genuine, and if they
come to me with a proposition fhat they be-
lieve they ean get eapital, and they are re-
spectable and good citizens of this State, T
will zive them the same consideration as I
would give the man with tens of thousands
of pounds.

AMr. Doney: THd you not say you wonld
not grant a reservation for more than six
months?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: [ have
never done so.

Mr. Doney: That is, the individusl; Il
to a company you would grant it for a vear.

The MINTSTER FOR MINES: There
have been no rvescrvations granted for a
year during the past 18 months. Al re-
servations granted in the last 18 months
have bheen for six months. Tn threc cases
I have granted reservations to individuals
who were almost broke and they got exten-
sions for six months. In those cases the
individuals were instrumental in  raising
capital and making working eoncerns of
the areas. Under such conditions T think I
was justified in doing what I &id. The only
other person who has had reservations is
Clande de Bernales. I admit he gof exten-
sions without doing any work at all on some
of the reserves. Buot if ever any attitude
adopted towards the mining investor by any
Government was justified, the course fol-
lowed as far as Claude de Bernales was eon-
cerned has certninly more than justified
itself. His most recent flotation in London
took over the last part of the reserves that
he held, so that now every reservation that
de Bernales holds in Western Australia will
eertainly have suofficient capifal to test it
out. T am not going to say for one moment
that mines will be made out of all of them.
Two or three already have heen ahandoned.

Mpr. Donev: Did vou impose the same con-
ditions on him with regard to the reserva-
tions?

The MINISTER TOR MINES: Esactly
the same. He did not ask for any
favours or any special conditions: he
got what evervone else got. Tt is just as
well to let the Honse know something ahout
the reservations on which money has been
expended by the companies fleated in Lon-
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don by Claude de Bernales. Here is the

list—
Reservation

No. £
Apex Gold Mines, Ltd. 601H (UEATY

T31H,

833
Beryl Gold Mines, Ltd. .. GI12ZH 72,543
Day Dawn Geld Mines, Ltd. .. 803H 11,651
Emu Gold Mines, Ltd. 377TH, 32,652

G61H

Gladiator Goll Mines, Ltd, ..
Jupiter Gold Mines, Lid.
Leonora Gold Mines, Ltd. ..
Laochinvar Gold Mines, Lt
Mars Golid Mines, Lid.
Pericles Gold Mines, Lid, ..
Mhoenix Gold Mines, Ttd. ..

G131 4,785
G48H 7,032
57SH 10,181
(04

575
593H 6,000
G04FL 69,153

Riverina Gold Mines, Ltd. .. 617H 28,571
Southern Cross United Mines 574H, 82,948
T, 7301,
] 702H
Wheel of Fortutie Gold Mines, 602FH 13,707
Ltd.
Fitzgerall Brown Coal Coy. .. 598H 1.59%F
Blark Range G.M., Ltd, 605 167
Crescent Ciold Mines, Ttd. .. 817H 1542
£371.425

Hon. W._ D. Johnson: What means have
sou of checking those figures?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The fig-
ures have been obtained from the annual
returns supplied by the companies them-
selves.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: You have to aceept
their figures.

The MINISTER FQR MINES: Of
course. TIf I wanted to find ont what the
(ireat Boulder paid in wages I would have
to aceept the fizures they supplied. Tweo-
thirds of the total of £371,425 has been
paid in wages,

Hoen. W. D. Johnson: How do you kirow
that?

The MINISTER TOR MINES: No other
company has spent so mueh in wages as

the Western Mining Corporation and
Claude de Bernales. When the eompanies
began the expenditure of money they

posted to the Mines Department every
month details of the expenditure on all
the reserves.

Hon. W. D). Johnson: They «lo that purely
a5 an aet of courtesy?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: T asked
for the information and they supplied it.
The total of £371,000 does not include the
expenditure by companies in the de Ber-
nales group which have taken up leases;
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the total represents expenditure on reser-
vations only.

Mr. Doney: Are the Western Mining
Corporation and de Bernales identical?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: No, en-
tirely distingt. There is no connection be-
tween them in any shape or form. Neot a
pound’s worth of interest is held by the
Western Mining Corporation in any of the
companies floated by de Bernales nor has
de Bernales any interest in the Western
Mining Corporation.

Mr. Doney: What about the Western
Machinery Company?

The MINISTER TFOR MINES: That
company is Claude de Bernales.

Mr. Marshall; Has it not been swallowed
by the Western Development Company?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: No. Re-
verting to the fizures which I guoted, T did
50 to show that in my opinion the granting
of the reservations was justified.

Mr. Donev: Do you say definitely that
the Western Mining Corporation and the
Western Machinery Company have no con-
nection?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The hon.
member must not put words into my mouth.
‘What T said was that none of the com-
panics with whiech Claude de Bernales is
connected has any inierest in the Western
Mining Corporation nor in the Western
Machinery Company.

Mr. Doney: You admit that there may
be some connection between them?

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The
hon. member muost not cross-examine the
Minister for Mines.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: There is
no conneetion whatever hetween the Wes-
tern Mining Corporatica and the Western
Machinery Company.

The Premier: The Western Machinery
Company is not o mining company at all.

Mr. Doney: But they do hell reserva-
tions,

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The
menther fay Willlams-Narrogin must  keep
order,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The
Western Mining Corporation on the 30th of
Iast wmonth were emploving on their reserva-
tions no fewer than 168 men, whilst on the
Norseman mine there were 68 men engayged
and it is expected that shortly that number
will be inereased to 150. At the Triton
mine the same corporation employs 150 men,
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a total of 386. The de Bernales companies
are employing 293 men, so that we get a
total of 679 men employved hy those two con-
cerns. I think I have said enough to con-
vince members that it would be dangerous
to interfere in the near future with the two
companies that have done so much towards
the prosperity of Western Australia. 1
hope the House will not bind the Minister,
irrespeetive of who he may be, but will allow
him to exercise discretion under the Aet in
the determination of what he may consider
to be in the best interests of the State. 1
am perfectly satisfied that the attitude
adopted by the Covernment with regard to
obtaining eapital for investment in West-
ern Australia was the right one to adopt.
The member for Murchison raised the ques-
tion of the Big Bell reservation and pointed
out that an application had been made for
it by an individual. My friend was wrong
in hiz statement when he declared that the
man was nob given the lease he applied for.
He did get the lease, but never did a tap of
work on it and when he survendered it, it
was included in the reservation. That man
wius a member of the boring party at the
Big Bell. The Government were paying 50
per cent. of the cost of the horing and Mr.
Mandelstamm the other 50 per cent. After
the diamond drilling had been going on for
a while, a lode was struck considerably
carlier than was expected, and the individual
in question came to the conclusion that the
reat, instead of heing vertical, started to
underlie, and he pegged a claim on the block
adjoining in the hope of picking it up.
Later, however, it was found that the dia-
mond drill had deflected and had ent the
reef much earlier than it otherwise would
have done. When he discovered that he had
heen misled he abandoned the lease and, as
I have said, it was included in the reserva-
tion. Messrs. Chesson and Hayden took a
considerable amount of ore out of the Big
Bell and enrted it some distance to a battery.
It did not pay them, however, and I ques-
tion whether it would pay anyone to mine
and cart the ore to a hattery to have it
crushed there, because it is so low-grade. I
feel confident that the granting of the
reservation and the work that has been done
on the Big Bell—I am surprised that the
hon. member is raising any objection to it
now—will mean that eventually there will
be a bigger output from that property than
is heing obtained from Wiluna.
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Mr. Patrick: Chesson and Hayden would
have sold the Big Bell, but for the war.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: [ belteve
that.  Mr. Chesson, formerly member for
Cue, approached me—he had pegged the
Little Bell which adjoins the Big Bell—and
asked whether the Government wounld con-
tinee boring on the Little Bell. We did that
on a pound for pound basis and as a result
of the boring, Chesson and Hayvden were
nhle to get outside people interested in that
show., It is a huge low-grade proposition.
There is a considerable number of wmen em-
ployed at the present time on the Big Bell.
The company eontrolling 1t are conducting
one of the most exhaustive tests ever made
on a mine in Western Australia, to deter-
mine whether they will invest their capital
or not. Already they have sunk two shafts
and in one have crossent the lode at 125
feet. They have driven on it 1,100 feet.
The second shaft is down 250 feet and driv-
ing has taken place over 250 fect. .Just he-
fore T left England I met the head of the
company interested in the Big Bell.

Mr. Patrick: An American company?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes, the
head of the Ameriean Refining and Smelt-
ing Company. They have never previously
been interested in Australian gold mining
exeept for a third interest in the M¢t. lsa
mine in Queensland, and 1 say that the
granting of the reservation to that eompany
has been more than justified if eventually
we ean get them interested in gold mining
in Western Australia. Such a thing would
mean ten times more to us than the employ-
ment of a number of people scratching
around and getting only as much gold as
possibly prospectors would be able to raise.
There is no limit to the capital those people
have at their command, and from conversa-
tions I have had with them they do not
spare their eapital very much. One of the
results of that is that there will be no ramps
at all in shares, becanse the public will not
be offered so much as a single share. If
the company take it on there will be two
other subsidiary companies, of their own
formation, who will own the lot. It has
heen proved that a good many flotations
have been little else than ramps, and if T
had had the means whereby I or the depart-
mental officers could have put forward some
scheme to prevent that sort of thing with-
out killing the genuine man who wanted
eapital, it would have been dene long ago.
‘But we have not yet heen able to selve that
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difficulty. If I eould do it, I would soon
prevent that sort of thing. However, these
people T speak of do not go in for anything
of the sort and, if they take on the job,
assuredlv they will develop it as well as any
other mine, not only in Western Australia,
hut in Australia as a whole. There is an-
other place I want to mention. A good deal
of eriticism arose in regard to a reservation
over an arca at Edjudina, I gave the
applicant a reservation at Edjudina becanse
he told me he believed he could interest in
the show a certain man in London. He went
to England, and at the end of six months
he cabled me asking for a farther extension
of six months. T granted if, bnt at the end
of the period he still did not have the money,
and so I refused to grant any further ex-
tension of the reservation. As soon as the
reservation was removed, men fook up three
leases on that arca. But they were aban-
doned, and during a period of 19 months
there was not another soul who would lother
to de any prospecting there. But again this
man in England asked for a reservation,
and again I granted it. He has now sue-
eeeded in floating a eompany with a eapital
of £230,000 to find out whether that pro-
perty is good, bad or indifferent. And this
on a property which nobody would take up,
even though it was left open for a vear
and seven months! As T say, the reserva-
tions granted in this State have been
absolutely  justified; not all of them
perhaps, but the two parties who have
had reservations to which objection has
been offered are the Western Mining Cor-
poration and Mr. Clande de Bernales, and
I say that of the reservations Mr. de Ber-
nales has taken up, the last five will cer-
tainly get a fair test.

Mr. Patrick: Including the two mines
in South Afriea whieh he threw in?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: He did
nothing of the sort; he had nothing to
do with either of them.

My, Patrick: Well, they belonged to his
group.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: No, they
did not, or, if so, the negotiations were
made by the board of directors. 3Mr. de
Bernales had nothing te do with them.
And suppose he had, what has that to do
with it? What harm would there be in
that?

Mr. Patrick: No harm at all.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The Com-
monweallh Mining and Finance Company
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was the first million pound develop-
ment company that he floated. He threw

in a mine in the Northern Territory. Very
few people know that that belongs to the
Commonwealth Mining and Finance Com-
pany, hut it was on the mine in the
Northern Territery that the money
was subscribed; and the result of the
tests up to date is that it Is going
to be one of the hest of Mr. dc Bernales’
reservations, He did not get it from me;
as a matter of faet he got it from the Com-
monwealth Governiment. It is going fo he
one of his best. So even if there were a
mine in South Afrien that someone had and
believed to be worth developing, what is
wrong in putting the money into that mine
in South Africa?

Ay, Patrick: \Where is his million and a
half of money?

The MINISTER 1OR MINES: Of that
amount, £750,000 is in the National Bank,
Perth.

Mr. Patriek: Less the £250,000 paid to
the vendors.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The hon.
member knows nothing whatever of what
he is talking about.

Mr. Patrick: That is
T received.

The MININSTER FOR MINES: I bhave
received many prospectuses. DBut as =a
watter of fact there is £750,000 in the bank
in Perth, so there is no need to worry about
the moncy. I want to give the same gentle-
man this eredit: men have come to e and
said, ‘‘de Bernales has done well ont of
this; look at the money he has wade.”’
Well, more power to him, if he has made
millions. Is he expected to give his time,
lkis serviee and his brains for nothing at
all?  Of course not. Then what is wrong
with him, so long as he is producing the
zoods? In London recently therc have
heen flotations of Western Australian
shows out_of whieh the vendors have got
three times as much as Mr, de Bernales has
got out of any of his reservations, and
nothing has been said about it. But, be-
canse it is Mr. de Bernales, the cry is,
““What has he got out of it?” Why is he
in London? Not as a philanthropist. He
has been broke, he has seen very difficult
times, He got £80,000 out of Wiluna and
put every penny of it back into the devel-
opment of Western Australia. He has made
money again, and I say, ‘‘Good luck to

in the prospectus
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him.’? The working eapital of each eom-
pany he has floated in Western Australia
is in the bank out here, and he demands
that it shall be kept here, not in London
to be used by the london board of direc-
tors. On top of that I want to give him
this credit: he has made money, but what
is he doing with it? I have heard influ-
ential business men who ounght to have
known hetter complain of Mr. de Bernales
purchasing a home in London. They do
not relate that he paid £75,000 for a bloek
of land in Perth, and £125,000 for another
bloek of land in Perth, And those busi-
ness men say nothing about the tenders he
called for the building of an arcade in
Perth at a eost of approximately £173,000,
He has made money and is making money,
hut all his money is being re-invested
in Western Australia, whereas many others
have made their pile in Western Australia
and taken it off to other countries with-
out leaving a single shilling behind them
in this State. Mr. de Bernales has proved
to be one of the best Western Australians
we ever had. I would be lacking in my
duty if T did not say anything of the diffi-
culties he had to face in London in order
to arrive at the position he has reached
to-day. And then they talk about what
he is making out of it! Of course he is
making money, and is entitled to make it,
hut while making money for himself he has
been keeping 200 or 300 men employed all
the time in this State. Aost eertainly he
has justified any conecessions made to him.
Yet I do not call it a concession to grant
him a reservation, beeause every one of
those granted to hin had been abandoned
for years, during which time it was open
for anybody to take wp any or all of
them. So not one of them was a concession
to Mr. de Bernales. The point is that he
had the foresight to make the applications
for veservations, he had the brains and the
ability to take them over, and he had suf-
licient capital to give lhem a reasonable
trial and test them out. I hope the Bill
will not be passed beeause it would pre-
vent me or any other Minister for
Mines from granting reservations in the
future. I do not think the House will take
that retrograde step. I will oppose the
second reading.

On motion by Hon. N. Keenan, debate
adjourned.

House adjourned at 6.12 p.m.



